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As regional economy and urban economy develop, the economic 
status of urban districts, especially the central urban districts, has 
experienced a continual increasing. This results in the high demands 
on reinforcing the research on central urban economics. But prevalent 
academic researches on this issue are still inadequate and lack of clear 
recognition. And there is no systematic study on how to choose the 
suitable economic development models for the central urban zones. All 
these lead to the lack of effective guidance for the real practice. 
Focusing on two main themes, the central urban district and the 
characteristic economy, the author of this paper attempts to give a 
detailed discussion in the following five chapters. 
 
Chapter One gives a general introduction to the central urban 
districts. The functions and the economic development of urban 
districts are inevitably linked with the city or metropolis. The 
interrelationship between the urban district and the city, the 
conceptions of urban district and district economy, the history and 
functions of central urban district are also described here. After 
identifying the study object and the scope of this dissertation, the 
author gives a brief review on the current situation and features of the 
economic development in the central urban districts. 
 
Chapter Two studies the factors that affect central urban district to 
develop characteristic economy. Natural resources, geographical 
location, economic foundation, policy orientation and cultural heritage 
are the main factors that may determine the choices of preferable 
models for the central urban district to develop characteristic economy. 
 
Chapter Three, the essential part of the dissertation, shows seven 
different models that can be chosen to develop characteristic economy. 
In addition, some advices and referential criteria on determining the 
choice of the models for the central urban districts are given. 
 
Chapter Four deals with the cooperation between the central 













world. To set up a characteristic economy model, the central urban 
district should cooperate and interact with other entities nation-widely 
and world-widely. 
 
Chapter Five suggests the evaluation on the characteristic 
economy development of central urban districts. Taking the central 
urban districts in the 19 vice-provincial cities and metropolises in 
China as examples, the paper analyses the economic development 
patterns in these districts. It is apparent that each district has its 
strengths and weaknesses in its economic development. This leads to 
the establishment of a suitable economic development model for the 
specific district. In this way, these districts are capable of finding their 
particular ways to promote their characteristic strengths and to get rid 
of their inherent weaknesses. Therefore the characteristic economy in 
these districts maintains a state of healthy, speedy and harmonious 
development. 
 
The significance and innovation of this presentation lie in that its 
study focus on central urban districts and characteristic economy. 
Though still being neglected by the economic research circle, the 
topics are getting more and more important and the author tries to 
arouse more attentions and emphases on this issue. Additionally, this 
thesis puts forward seven different kinds of models that are the 
theoretical foundation and practical guidance for the central urban 
districts to develop characteristic economy. 
 
Owning to the unavailability of the data required, this study is, to 
some extent, only an introduction to the comprehensive research on 
central urban districts. There are still left blanks that need to be filled 
or improved by extra and further theoretical and systematic works. 
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